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Scientific Name: Telema sp.
Common Name: Santa Cruz 
Telemid Spider
Global Rarity: Critically 
Imperlied/Imperlied
State listing: Critically 
Imperiled/Imperiled
UCSC Rarity: Very rare

General Description
The Santa Cruz telemid spider 
(Telema sp.) is a species of spider 
endemic to California and is 
considered one of the rarest 
spiders in North America. This 
spider is only found within a few 
caves within Cave Gulch in Santa 
Cruz County in central California. 
Many other species of this genus 
can be found in both cave and 
above-ground habitats elsewhere 
in California.

Geographic Range
The Santa Cruz Telemid Spider 
can be found in a few of the 
Cave Gulch caves in Santa Cruz, 
California.

1

Identification
The Santa Cruz Telemid Spider 
is the only 6-eyed spider known 
within the Cave Gulch caves. 
This tiny spider measures just 
1-2 mm in length and builds 
sheet webs below rocks or 
within irregular surfaces of 
cave walls.  

Conservation Status
Critically Imperiled 

Ways You Can Help
1. Stay out of caves with the 

Cave Gulch region of Santa 
Cruz County

Threats
1. Development that may impact 

karst environments
2. Human impacts to cave 

environments, including 
spray-painting, smoke, and 
disturbances of rocks on the 
cave walls and floors

Life History
Habitat: Can be found 
throughout the cave gulch in 
Santa Cruz
Reproduction: Unknown 
Behavior: Unknown
Diet: Unknown, but likely 
limited to tiny invertebrates
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